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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Easter 5 

2 May 2010 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:  Acts 11.1-18;  Psalm 148;  Revelation 21.1-6;  John 13 31-35 
 

Love and fear 
One of my favourite Leunig Cartoons is a collection of 5 open-top cardboard boxes inside each of 
which is sitting a person (so each individual has protective walls isolating them from the others). 
The caption is: ‘There are only two feelings. Love and fear. There are only two languages. Love and 
fear. There are only two activities. Love and fear. There are only two motives, two procedures, two 
frameworks, two results. Love and fear. Love and fear’. 

In that Gospel passage Jesus makes it very clear which of the two are marks of the Kingdom – of 
those who would be his disciples. It would be very easy for Jesus and the disciples to succumb to 
fear. That passage is set in the context of Jesus betrayal by Jesus. A few verses before in verse 21 0f 
the same chapter Jesus says:  , "Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me." The disciples 
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples ...asked him, "Lord, 
who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 
in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. ... 
Jesus said to him, "Do quickly what you are going to do." ... So, after receiving the piece of bread, 
he immediately went out. And it was night. Then follows the passage we have just heard  in which 
instead of the normal emotions you might expect in the context of betrayal and threat and danger 
and the possibility of death – fear, anger, defensiveness, aggression – instead of those Jesus speaks 
of glorification and of love as he says to his disciples I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Love not surprisingly is at the heart of what Jesus is on about – God’s love and our love – towards 
God and each other.  And where love is at work there is little or no reason to fear – hence Jesus 
constant refrain in the Gospels – fear not, do not be afraid, it is I. So John in his 1st letter tells us 
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear” 1 John 4.18 and earlier in the same chapter 
he confidently asserts “God is Love”.  

So we need to find ways of increasing our ability to love and at the same time to let go of fear. For  
it is fear that separates and divides. Fear is the environment in which resentment, bitterness and 
enmity flourish. Fear drives calls for retribution and revenge and  the world desperately needs to let 
go of such as these in order to pursue and find justice, mercy and peace.  

Jesus calls us to love one another – he calls it a new commandment – not new at all – perhaps its 
Jesus way of saying you haven’t understood what the 10 commandments are really all about – and 
that the people of his day are so far off the mark that the call to love is like a new commandment. 

So one might ask how do we live out the call to love one another? We could do worse than begin by 
telling those whom we love, that we love them and why. Fr John Powell S.J. says,  

“The essential sadness is to go through life without loving. But it would be almost as sad to go 
through life, and leave this world, without ever telling those you loved that you had loved them.” 
(Unconditional Love p 114).  

Tell the people who matter to you, that they do, that you value, appreciate, love them and why!   

That is what we are going to do now to 2 members of this community who have served it faithfully 
in a particular way for a combined total of over 100 years. I refer of course to Joy Martin and Betty 
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Allan. Their ministry in a variety of ways as part of St Mark’s has been exceptional – today the 
focus is on their ministry with children, particularly on Sunday’s with the Sunday school over the 
years. Joy late last year indicated that it was time for her to let this particular ministry go – Betty 
whilst happy for something new to emerge with hopefully new leadership is still willing to be 
involved in any way that she can. Never the less it is appropriate that we acknowledge them both 
today. As I said in the letter I sent to the parish 2 weeks ago’ “Theirs has been a dedicated, faithful 
and life impacting ministry. -  I for one have personally valued and appreciate what they have done 
and been in the 4+ years I have been Rector. Between them they have a combined tenure of service 
as Sunday School Teachers of over 100 years. Truly a remarkable record of faithful ministry. 
Generations of children have benefited from their wisdom, friendship and guidance. One of those 
children sent me this message during the week 

Although I don't remember my first day at Sunday School, I am guessing that it would have been 
around 1975.  During my Sunday School years I had many fine Sunday School teachers - including 
my late father - whom I suspect was probably a bit uncomfortable about having one of his own 
children in his class.  I also remember Mr Brown with his enthusiastic singing, and Mr Fenton who 
taught us to remember all the names of the books of the Bible (although unfortunately I wasn't there 
when we learnt the New Testament book names; so to this day I know the Old Testament book 
names off-by-heart but not the New Testament ones!) ... but I digress ... I have many fond memories 
of Sunday School at St. Mark's, and Joy Martin and Betty Allan are a very important part of those 
memories.  Their genuine love for children is clear, as is their desire to share the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with the hundreds of children that have passed through Sunday School over the 
years. Of course no recollection of Sunday School of the years past would be complete without 
mentioning the yearly Sunday School picnics to Audley at Royal National Park.  Joy Martin, Betty 
Allan (and of course many others) would organise games, activities, row-boats, and of course food 
(including the obligatory "fairy" bread) for all the children (and adults too!)  This was always the 
highlight of the Sunday School calendar (with the Christmas party coming in at a close second).  
I and many others are greatly thankful for the contribution and commitment that Joy Martin and 
Betty Allan have made to Sunday School teaching over many years, and I am very glad that their 
commitment is being honoured and celebrated.      James Cartwright  
    

Invite others to speak: Presentation of Certificates and Gift and Prayer. 

Most holy and loving God we thank you for the giftedness and faithful ministry to the children and 
families of St Mark’s of Betty and Joy. We ask that you sustain and bless them as they continue to 
share life and love and faith as part of this community. Inspire us all by their example and guide us 
by your Spirit to find ways of effectively reaching out to and nurturing in faith the children of today 
so that they too come to love and serve you. We ask this in the name of the One who constantly 
journeys with us, calling us to love, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Love and Fear: Two ways of responding to the world. Two ways of looking at the world, with fear 
or with love. One will lead to a more closed, divided and I believe more violent world. The other 
has the potential to lead us to a better, more hopeful, more just and peaceful future. To an open, just 
and compassionate world.  

Love and Fear: which will you choose today?  

Let me finish with a prayer based on another of Leunig’s cartoons. A prayer not only for us here, 
but also for the whole world community at this time.  

“God give us strength. Strength to hold onto love and strength to let go of fear. Amen.” 

_______________________________ 


